108             CONSIDERATIONS ON THE

The thieves, who are denominated Sindcals^
or hole-cutters, easily undermine these floors
from without, or cut holes through the mats,
sufficiently large to admit of their entering,
and by these means carry away property,
generally to a very small amount.    This is
the crime which, in Bengal  has been digni-
fied with the name  of Burglary.    In   the
earthen floor, it is not at all uncommon for
the Bengalee to bury, in a clay vessel, the
little money or jewels he may possess, and
sometimes the servants of the house give
information of this to the dacoits.    There
are many instances of the  dacoits  having
tort:red the poor natives, until they pointed
out the place where their money was con-
cealed.    In one village, in particular, which
I entered, immediately alter a dacoity had
been   committed,   I recollect being shewn
two stakes, with a shallow pit dug between
them, over which they had suspended the
master   of  the house,   and   had   actually
rgmted Mm over a slow,fire, until he point-
ed.